Senate Guarantee Date Guidelines House Guarantee
February 8, 2021 Date February 5, 2021

Maryland General Assembly L egislative Bond Initiative Request Form

Sponsor Information
Sponsor Name (Senator or Delegate):

Sponsor Email:

Note: For the 2021 session, House LBI requests are limited to a single sponsor to
avoid unnecessarily passing the LBl Request Document around to multiple members.

Cross-filed

Sponsor Name (Senator or Delegate):

Sponsor Email:
Project Information

Maryland Innovation Center
$300,000

Howard

Legal Name of Recipient: _Howard County Economic Development Authority

(If a corporation, please give name exactly as it appears in the Articles of Incorporation as registered with the State Department of
Assessments and Taxation)

Legal Status of Recipient: ~ Quasi public body politic
(e.g., corporation, local government)

If the recipient is a non-governmental entity, is it governed by:

Project Name:

Amount Requested:

Project County Location:

Board of Directors

If other, please explain:
Address of Project and Recipient (If project and recipient have different address, include both)

6751 Columbia Gateway Drive
Columbia MD 21046

Briefly describe the purpose and reason for the project:

The Maryland Innovation Center was a project undertaken by the Howard County Economic
Development Authority in 2018 (that began as the Gateway Innovation Center) and was conceived
to be a nexus of innovation and small business creation and support. Renovation of the 30-year-old

Does the project or recipient have any religious affiliation or involvement? NO

Please list the year of any previous bond bills or initiatives:
2019 - $100,000 DGS049 2019 - $100,000 DGS105

Project Contact Information
Lawrence Twele

6751 Columbia Gateway Drive Columbia MD 21046

Phone Number: 410.313.6513
Email: ltwele@hceda.org

Name:
Address:



http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/pubs-current/current-bond-initiative-submission-guidelines.pdf
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	Text6: 
	Text7: The Maryland Innovation Center was a project undertaken by the Howard County Economic Development Authority in 2018 (that began as the Gateway Innovation Center) and was conceived to be a nexus of innovation and small business creation and support. Renovation of the 30-year-old building was necessary to upgrade infrastructure, attract innovative companies and strategic partners.   
Located at 6751 Columbia Gateway Drive in Columbia, Maryland, the Center occupies nearly 50,000 sq. ft. of space.  Renovation of 1st, 3rd, and 5th floors was completed by spring of 2020 and is currently home to 32 resident small companies and strategic partners. Since opening (before all of the construction was complete) the Center signed agreements with Born2Global, a South Korean Small Business Accelerator, and the Cyber Security Council of Germany. Both of these strategic partner tenants provide a resource for Howard County businesses extend their reach into new markets and demand for the space continues to be strong and are examples of the attractiveness of the Center.   
The fourth floor of the building was the former headquarters of HCFRS and a portion of the second floor was originally out of scope for the Phase 1 renovation. Because of the increased demand for small business service and connection to the entrepreneurial ecosystem, there is need to renovate both the 2nd and 4th floor spaces to accommodate small businesses. There is a need to upgrade lighting and carpeting that aligns with the theme of the Innovation Center as well as upgrade the exterior of the building which currently detracts from the modern renovations of the interior. 
The need to expand programming, services, and space for small business development will be especially needed in a post-COVID-19 economy to assist with company stats, re-positioning and re-growth. 

The overall driving outcomes will strive to create viability and sustainable growth of small businesses and create access to capital. 



